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15th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I am writing to you again to keep you up to date with developments at the academy.  The last few weeks 

have seen schools across the country having to change their method of delivering learning significantly at 

very short notice. As we approach the end of this week I wanted to give you clarity of what is going to 

happen next to support your children. 

Issues some of you have faced: 

Moving from our normal way of working to remote learning has created a few issues. I’d like to explain 

some of these just so you have clarity.  

1. Attendance Updates from MyEd 

Some of you may have had messages from the MyEd App stating that your child had not attended a 

lesson when they had.  This has usually happened when a register has been taken and a student has 

logged in slightly later (these things can happen) and the teacher has begun teaching the lesson with 

the register closed, at the end of the lesson teachers tend to re-check the registers against the 

attendance record on the live lesson. The MyEd App sends these messages automatically so 

sometimes you will have received these messages in error. The academy is resolving this issue for next 

week so please bear with us. 

 

2. Missing Lessons/Difficulty Accessing Lessons 

Unfortunately, there have been a few occasions where Microsoft Teams has not been as reliable as we 

would have liked with students not being able to sign into lessons. This is frustrating for us all but if 

you are having issues please contact the academy so our IT team can look to resolve them. Each day I 

will place a notification on Show My Homework informing you if any staff are absent, this might 

impact some of the live lessons but senior staff will ensure appropriate cover work is available for 

students. 

 

3. Show My Homework – Work Submitted Late 

This issue is similar to the first one.  Show My Homework also generates automatic messages, in 

normal circumstances the system works well.  If your child submits work and gets a message back 

saying work submitted late please re-assure them that this is ok, it is just an automated response from 

the system. The way in which we are working means that we expect that students might submit work 

at times outside the window of the lesson.  
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Home Learning: 

From Monday 18th January we are going to change our timetable for two reasons: 

1. We want to incorporate screen breaks between all sessions. 

2. We want to take live registers of all lessons so we can track engagement and support you at home. 

Therefore, we will have a new timetable for next week. The timings of the day are below. We are going to 

adapt the timetable for Morton Academy Care so that students will spend longer with us and will be able 

to access learning at the same time as their peers. 

Remote Learning from Monday, 18th January 2021: 

Times Activity Type 

09.10 – 10.10 Live Lesson on Teams 

10.10 – 10.30 Screen Break 

10.30 – 11.30 Live Lesson on Teams 

11.30 – 12.50 Screen Break/Lunch 

12.50 – 13.50 Live Lesson on Teams 

13.50 – 14.00 Screen Break 

14.00 – 15.00 Live Lesson on Teams 

 
This means that all students will have access to 4 hours of learning every day with time for breaks from the 

screen built in. Teaching staff will take registers for these lessons and will then deliver learning. I would like 

to gain as much information from you as I can over the coming weeks regarding home learning. The link 

below will take you to a very short survey which will ask your views about learning at home so far which 

will help us shape future plans and provide any necessary support. 

Parental Survey 
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DNezMG8rA-0mbIfQAQFIrSe6YafGqH05FgjOSPjQijO1UQlVCWDRLR0pOR05CS0ZHU0gxSk1EQVIzVi4u&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.McGuire%40rrma.org.uk%7Ceb7dacea74a44ad7938308d8b8c14914%7C1bccec35c0ca49fb9b21f40040522b49%7C0%7C0%7C637462487581395375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Y7PtQgtFsK7Br6ipi0n6il1ftduT%2FYG6yPLv43Rfq5k%3D&reserved=0


 
Live Learning Timetable from Monday, 18th January 2021: 

Year 
Group 

Times Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
Year 7 

09.10 - 10.10 Spanish Maths History Core PE /RE Maths 

10.30 - 11.30 English History Performing Arts Geography Spanish 

12.50 - 13.50 Maths IT Art DT Science 

14.00 - 15.00 English Science Music English Geography 

 
Year 8 

09.10 - 10.10 Maths Spanish Geography Core PE/RE English 

10.30 - 11.30 Science English History DT Geography 

12.50 - 13.50 Performing Arts Maths IT Spanish Art 

14.00 - 15.00 Music English Maths Science History 

 
Year 9 

09.10 - 10.10 English Geography English Science Performing Arts 

10.30 - 11.30 Spanish Music Geography English History 

12.50 - 13.50 History Science Maths Art Maths 

14.00 - 15.00 IT Core PE /RE DT Maths Spanish 

 
Year 10 

09.10 - 10.10 Option A English Option B Option C Catch up 

10.30 - 11.30 Maths Science English Maths Science 

12.50 - 13.50 Option B Option C Option A Science English 

14.00 - 15.00 Science Maths English Core PE Maths 

 
Year 11 

09.10 - 10.10 Catch up Science Maths Maths Science 

10.30 - 11.30 Core PE Maths Option B Science English 

12.50 - 13.50 Science English English Option A Option C 

14.00 - 15.00 Maths Option C Option A Option B English 
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Please remember that the lessons will appear on your child’s calendar on Teams and they will also receive 

an email. It will say the subject studied not Option A, B or Option C.  Students in Year 10 and Year 11 have 

been allocated one Catch Up lesson per week to complete any missing work. Please also bear in mind that 

most tasks set will have an indication of how long students should be spending on them. If your child 

appears to complete a task quickly, it may be that they are not spending enough time on the task. We will 

provide you with the marking and feedback schedule for each department next week so you and your child 

know how and when teachers will provide feedback for the tasks you complete. 

Morton Academy Care: 

The students who have attended the MAC this week have been exemplary.  I hope this service is providing 

support for families at this time. To ensure that students in the MAC are not disadvantaged compared to 

their peers at home we will be extending the day from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm.  However, on Mondays the 

students should arrive at 8:30 am to allow time for their lateral flow test prior to lessons.  We would still 

ask that students bring a packed lunch with them when attending the MAC. 

Year 11: 

We are starting to receive more detail from the Department for Education regarding how Year 11 students 

will be assessed.  The latest guidance suggests that students will sit some mini assessments set by the 

exam board alongside teacher assessed grades.  As soon as we receive further guidance we will share this 

but all Year 11 students should ensure that they are fully engaged in their lessons until we return to school. 

Mrs Robinson will be writing to all Year 11 students soon to give further guidance regarding next steps 

including Sixth Forms, Colleges and Apprenticeship opportunities.  

Finally: 

You will receive the academy newsletter celebrating student achievements this week later today. 

Attendance to lessons has been very good and students are engaging well.  It has be lovely to see students 

receive their resources to support home learning and I thank the staff for putting those packs together. I 

hope everyone has a safe and restful weekend and we look forward to continuing with live learning next 

week. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard McGuire 
Principal 

 

 

 


